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Rematch turns pricey 
Davis, Lucas to spend big bucks 
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	BATTLING FOR 4TH DISTRICT

	The last time Geoff Davis and Ken Lucas ran against each other was in 2002, when Lucas was the incumbent and Davis the challenger.

Lucas won that race by 6,100 votes.

After his term was up, Lucas decided not to seek re-election.

In 2004, Davis battled Democrat Nick Clooney. He trounced the Post columnist and former TV anchorman by 54 percent to 44 percent.


WASHINGTON -- The rematch between Republican incumbent Geoff Davis and Democratic challenger Ken Lucas is on its way to becoming the most expensive race ever for Northern Kentucky's seat in Congress.

Davis, a freshman congressman running for a second term, already has raised $1.5 million and has a little more than $1 million in the bank, according to his campaign finance report filed over the weekend with the Federal Election Commission.

Davis collected more than half of the money - $684,544 - during the first three months of this year.

Lucas, a former three-term congressman who did not officially jump into the race until the end of January, raised $391,338 during the first quarter of this year. He has $329,348 in the bank, according to his campaign finance report.

The numbers are a clear indication that the race will probably be the most expensive the 4th District has ever seen, said Michael Baranowski, an assistant professor of political science at Northern Kentucky University.

With control of Congress hanging in the balance, the race is considered one of the most competitive in the country and has caught the interest of both national parties, which are expected to pump considerable money and other resources into the district.

"I would expect this to be a fairly expensive campaign, given what we know about the district and both Davis' and Lucas' past," Baranowski said. "Obviously, they've run closely in the past. I would expect the numbers to just get a lot bigger from here."

The Davis campaign predicted it would raise more than $3 million before the November election, a figure that would surpass the fund-raising record that Davis set during his last race two years ago.

In that contest, Davis raised $2.5 million and spent $2.3 million. His opponent, Democrat Nick Clooney, spent nearly $1.4 million.

"We definitely expect to exceed that this time," said Davis' campaign manager, Justin Brasell.

While Davis currently holds a 2-to-1 advantage, the gap between the two candidates will probably shrink before the November election, Baranowski said.

The fact that Lucas was able to raise nearly $400,000 in just three months shows that he's a strong challenger and that Democrats are taking the race seriously, Baranowski said.

"He wouldn't have been able to get that kind of money if there weren't a lot of people willing to back him in the most important way - with their dollars," Baranowski said.

The Davis campaign said it broke records for the amount of money raised in a three-month period. The most funds raised before by any candidate in the district for a single quarter was a little more than $500,000, which Davis collected in the third quarter of 2004 during his campaign against Clooney.

In the current campaign, Davis has raised $787,910 in individual contributions and another $743,418 from political-action committees. Davis already has spent $861,523 on the campaign so far.

Lucas also had his best fund-raising quarter and exceeded expectations by about $100,000, said Lucas consultant Bob Doyle. Of the $391,338 that Lucas raised, $239,765 came from individual contributions and $138,240 from political-action committees.

Lucas has spent $61,989 thus far.

The last time Davis and Lucas ran against each other was in 2002, when Lucas was the incumbent and Davis the challenger. Lucas, who won that race, spent $1.4 million, while Davis spent $839,000.

Lucas, of Richwood, left Congress at the end of 2004 to honor a term-limits pledge. Davis, of Hebron, won the seat by beating Clooney.

In January, Lucas announced plans to challenge Davis and try to win back the seat for the Democrats.

But some Republicans who supported Lucas in his previous campaigns are siding with Davis this time. Banker Mer Grayson Jr., developer Bill Butler and Kenton County Judge-Executive Ralph Drees all backed Lucas in previous races but have given money to Davis for this race.

Grayson, who gave $2,000 to Davis, said he probably would still be supporting Lucas if he had not left Congress. But Grayson said he has been impressed with what Davis has been able to accomplish in the short time he has been in Congress and felt that Davis could do more for the district because he is a member of the majority party.

"Ken has been a lifelong friend of mine - I'm not going to say anything negative about Ken," Grayson said. "But in 2006, I'm a very strong supporter of Geoff Davis. I think Geoff is doing an excellent job."

Drees also described Lucas as a close friend and said he and the former congressman are supposed to go on a trip to Africa this summer. Yet Drees has given $2,500 to Davis' campaign.

"It's like a business deal," Drees said. "You take the person you think can do the most good."

Davis has done a good job and, if re-elected, will probably stay in Congress for a number of years, giving him more power and putting him in a better position to benefit Northern Kentucky, Drees said.

Doyle, however, said Davis marches in lockstep with GOP leaders and won't break with them to fight for Northern Kentucky.

